
 
 

Prayer Service:  World Day of the Poor, November 14 
 

 
GATHERING 
 
Acknowledgement of Land   
As we begin our prayer today, we respectfully acknowledge all Traditional Custodians of the 
land and waters of Australia. We pay respect to their Elders, past and present, and young 
leaders of today and the future. We commit ourselves to the ongoing work of reconciliation 
with our First Nations families and communities.  
 
Welcome  
We gather together today to pray for the poor; to affirm our commitment to being present 
to them; and to ask God to accompany us all as we work for a more just and compassionate 
world. The poor can become invisible in our societies, even when close to us, unless we 
learn to see with eyes of faith. God does not pass by those who are harmed or excluded. 
Wherever there is suffering, hunger, marginalisation, disadvantage, or violence, God is 
present, inviting us also to stand in solidarity and to respond in love. As Christians, we are 
called to open our hearts to those who suffer from spiritual, material, or emotional poverty. 
We live our mission as modern day disciples by helping to tend and heal these wounds. God 
is waiting for us in the midst of “the least of these”, calling us to relationships of mutuality 
that lead all people to resurrection. 
 
Prayer  
 
Leader:  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
All:  Amen.  
 

 



Leader: On this 5th World Day of the Poor, we pray for the poor who are always with us but 
may go unseen, unheard, and unknown: in our schools, our workplaces, our public 
spaces, and our neigbourhoods. We ask our God who hears the cry of the poor to 
help us to see, to hear, and to be open to sharing our lives with the poor. We ask for 
the grace to answer cries from the heart in ways that reflect the loving kindness of 
our Creator. 

 
Penitential Act    
 
Leader:  
You are a God of compassion.   Lord, have mercy.  All: Lord, have mercy. 
You are a God of abundance.   Christ, have mercy.  All: Christ, have mercy. 
You are a God of inclusion.   Lord, have mercy.  All: Lord, have mercy. 
  
SCRIPTURE Matthew 25: 31-40 (NRSV) 
Reader: 
When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on the throne 
of his glory. All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate people one from 
another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, and he will put the sheep at his right 
hand and the goats at the left. Then the king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you that are 
blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; for I 
was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a 
stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care 
of me, I was in prison and you visited me.’ Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it 
that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? And when 
was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing?  And when 
was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?’  And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell 
you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.’  
 

Savouring the Word  
 

LIVING TRADITION Pope Francis, Address for the World Day of the Poor, 2021: 

Reader: 

“The face of God revealed by Jesus is that of a Father concerned for and close to the poor. In 

everything, Jesus teaches that poverty is not the result of fate, but a concrete sign pointing to his 

presence among us. We do not find him when and where we want, but see him in the lives of 

the poor, in their sufferings and needs, in the often inhuman conditions in which they are 

forced to live. As I never tire of repeating, the poor are true evangelizers, for they were the 

first to be evangelized and called to share in the Lord's joy and his kingdom (cf. Mt 5:3).” 

 



 
PEOPLE OF GOODWILL 
Leader: 
How are countries or people that could be considered materially rich poor in other ways?  
When have you answered the cry of someone suffering from a form of poverty?  
How did this evangelise you? 

Reflective silence and sharing 
 
 
LITANY   
Leader: We ask the saints to pray with us and for us  

as we work to transform all forms of poverty in our world:  
 
L: St Francis of Assisi, patron of the poor:    All: pray for us. 
 

L: St Elizabeth of Hungary, carer of the homeless:   All: pray for us. 
 

L: St Vincent de Paul, patron of charity:     All: pray for us. 
 

L: St Mary of the Cross MacKillop, protector of the abused:  All: pray for us.  
 

L: St Peter Claver, patron of the enslaved:    All: pray for us. 
 

L: St Gemma Galgani, patron of the unemployed:   All: pray for us. 
 

L: St Nicholas, patron of children:     All: pray for us. 
 

L: St Katherine Drexel, patron of racial justice:    All: pray for us. 
 

L: St John Bosco, defender of young people:    All: pray for us. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Leader: We call on our loving God to hear the prayers of our hearts for the poor across the 

world, in Australia, and in our own local neighbourhoods. 
 
Reader: For all leaders: that their decisions honour, respect, and safeguard the dignity of the 

most vulnerable in society. We pray:  
All:  God of mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Reader: For those who hunger: that there is a renewal of food security, and a fair 

distribution of resources so all have enough to live. We pray: 
All:  God of mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Reader: For those who are homeless: that there is a place to call home provided so all people 

can live safely and in peace. We pray: 
All:  God of mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Reader: For those who suffer violence and abuse: that they are able to access support and 

sanctuary that kindles and nourishes a restored hope. We pray: 
All:  God of mercy, hear our prayer. 
 



Reader: For conversion of hearts and minds: that the cries of the poor are heard, believed, 
and acted upon. We pray: 

All:  God of mercy, hear our prayer.    
    
Leader: Gracious and loving God, we pray for all those who suffer from all forms of poverty. 

We ask you to send out your Spirit to work within us and in our world: to convert 
selfishness to generosity, marginalisation to inclusion, and despair to trust in new 
life. We ask this prayer through Christ, our Lord. 

All: Amen.  
 

Prayer for the World Day of the Poor, 2021 
*Groups are invited to speak the words in bold text while the reader leads the prayer. 

 
Leader: God of the Poor, you hear and stand with all who suffer. 
 
Be with us as we seek justice and mercy for the poor in our world today. 
Move us to see, hear, and respond to the suffering poor in our midst. 
Disturb and challenge us to take prophetic action with and for all who are afflicted. 
Mould us to move closer and listen deeply to those who need our help and protection. 
 
Empower us to speak out with courage against harm and degradation. 
Guide us to build just communities of inclusion and acceptance. 
Teach us to walk in your ways so that all can share in your abundance. 
Open us to welcome your grace in the faces of people living at the margins. 
Send us where we need to go to meet you. 
 

We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, the Lord and Giver of Life, Amen. 
 
BLESSING 
Leader:  May the Lord of all kindness bless us and bring us to fullness of life. 
All:          Amen. 
 

The Cry of the Poor by John Foley SJ  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w_Q0FjuAUZY   
 

Response: The Lord hears the cry of the poor. Blessed be the Lord. 
 

I will bless the Lord at all times, with praise ever in my mouth. 
Let my soul glory in the Lord, who will hear the cry of the poor.  R 
 

Let the lowly hear and be glad: the Lord listens to their pleas; 
and to hearts broken God is near, who will hear the cry of the poor. R 
 

Ev’ry spirit crushed God will save; will be ransom for their lives; 
will be safe shelter for their fears, and will hear the cry of the poor. R 
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